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THE “BEST. ATTESTED OF ALL BIBLES. 


TE following appeared i in a recent issue of sie Liberator, a journal wake 

lished in Melbouroe, Australia Joseph Symes, the editor, Peerage 
religious matters. 

The Book of . is the best attested of all holy books or Bibles. I 
may go further and say that it is the only Bible that is attested at say 
except perhaps the Koran. I must explain, 

Josep np Smith, the founder. of, the Church o the Latter-day Sainte, was 
born in 1805 and murdered by his Christian contemporaries in 1844. His 
history is as full of interest as that of any religious leader ever known 
and the success of his movement.is one of the most remarkable facts in 
the world’s history. J oseph was born in Sharon, Windsor County, Ver- 
mont, U, S., Lord December, 1808. His father was a farmer and Joseph 
was reared to the same occupation, . When about fourteen the boy re- 
flected upon the importance of preparation for a future life. Finding so 
much disagreement amongst religious sects as to the plan of salvation, he 
reflected that all could not be right, that God could not be the author of 
confusion ; 3, and so resolved to investigate the matter. He relied upon the 
passage in James, “Tf any man lack visdom, ee | 
giveth to all men. liberally, and upbraideth not.” 3 

Here is the first result of his resolve, as penned by himself: „ retired. 
to a secret place i in a grove, and began.to call upon the Lord. While fer- 
vently, engaged in supplication my mind was taken away from the objects 
with which I was surrounded, and I was enwrapt in heavenly vision, and 
saw two glorious personages, who exactly resembled each other in feature 
* likeness, surrounded with s brilliant light which eclipsed, the sun at 

oon day. hey told me that all, the religious secta were believing in 
none of them was acknowledged of God as 
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His Church and kingdom. And I was expressly commanded to ‘go not 
after them,’ at the same time receiving a promise that the fulness of the 
Gospel should at some future time be made known to me.” 

The “fulness of the Gospel” came to Joseph Smith some years later in 
the shape of the Book of Mormon; and here is his own account of it: “On 
the evening of the Ast of September, A. D. 1824, while I was praying unto 
God and endeavoring to exercise faith in the ee promises of Sorip- 
ture, on a sudden a light like that of day, only of a far purer and more 
glorious appearance, burst into the room r mye first sight was as 
though the house, was filled with consu sing fire. The appearance pro- 
duced a shock that affected the whole body. In a ‘moment a personage 
stood before me with a glory greater than that with which I was already 
surrounded. The messenger proclaimed himself to be an angel of God, 
sent to bring the joyful: tidings that the covenant which God made to 
ancient Israel was at hand to be fulfilled; that the preparatory work * 
the second coming of the Messiah was speedily to commence. * 

I also was told where there were deposited some plates, on which were 
engraven an abridgment of the records of the ancient prophets that had 
existed on this continent. The angel appeared to me three times the 
same night, and unfolded the same things. After having received many 
visits from the angels of God, unfolding the majesty and glory of the 
events that should transpire in the last days, on the morning of the 22nd of 
September, 1827, the angel of the Lord delivered the records into my hands. 

These records were engraven on plates which had the appearance of 
gold; each plate was six inches wide and eight inches long, and not ‘quite 
so thick as\common’ tin. They were filled with engravings in Egyptian 
characters, and bound together in a volume, as the leaves of u book, with 
three rings running through the whole. The volume ‘was sométhing near 
six inches in thickness, a part of which was scaled: The characters on 
the unsealed part were small and beautifully engraved. The whole book 
exhibited many marks of ‘antiquity in its construction, and much skill in 
the art of engraving. “With the records was ‘found 4 Hus instrument 
_ which the ancients called Urim and Thummim, which ‘consisted of two 
transparent stones set in the rim of a bow Taste to a “breastplate. 
Through the medium of the Urim and Thummim een the record 
by the gift and power of God . 

Such is Mr. Joseph Smith’s own account of. the whieh he 
derived the book of Mormon and the means ‘by which he rendered it into 
English. It is not my purpose now to deal with thé contents of that 
curious book or Bible, but to note the external évidence in its favor. 

1. The story told above is thoroughly consistent with itself, and in 
perfect keeping with the leading doctrines ot the Bible. No Christian 
can consistently refuse to credit it. 

2. It is quite as likely that God eld el himself on plates of 
metal as on tablets of stone, to Joseph Smith as to Moses; in America as 
in Western Asia. Here the plates are described; the stones Moses re. 
ceived are nowhere described. Here dates are given in tiie rn port 
ant and waver given: | 
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3. As no one knows what the Urim and Thummim was, no one can 

prove that Joseph Smith’s description and use of it are incorrect or 
To his detailed what can the Chris- 
tian oppose? . 

4. It must be admitted that the a 2 in 
Smith’s day quite as much as it ever did; and therefore a compassionate 
God was as likely to reveal himself to Mr. Smith as to Mr. u i 


Isaiah, ete. 
In the next place, let us see what others relate as 0 ln Smith’s bebt. 


The Book of Mormon was published in 1830. Here is The 1 of 


Three Witnesses,” Prefixed to the Book of Mormon :. Low 


“Be it known unto all nations, kindreds, tongues, and antes wad 
this work shall come, that we, through the grace of 80252 the Father, and 
our Lord Jesus Christ, have seen the plates which contain this record of 


the péople of Nephi, and also of the Lamanites, their ee 5. and also 


of the people of Jared, who came from the tower of which 3. 5 been 

ould ; and.we also know that they have been translated by the gift and 
power of God, for His voice hath declared it unto us; wherefore we know 
of a surety, that the work is true. And we also testify that we have seen 
the engravings which are upon the plates; and they have been shown 


unto us by the ower of God, and not of man. And we declare with words 


of soberness, that an angel of God came down from heaven, and he 
brought, and spe — our eyes, that we beheld and saw the plates, and 
Tord we know that it is by the grace of God the 

Father, and our Lo Jesus Christ, tha we beheld and bare record that 


these things j ive! true; and it is marvelous in our eyes, nevertheless, the 
voice of the Lord commanded us that we should bear record of it; where- 
fore, to be obedient unto the commandments of God, we bear testimony. 
of these things. And we know that if we are faithful in C we shail 
rid our garments of the blood of all men, and be found. e fore the 


judgment séat of Chie 11 shall dwell with Him in the heavens. 


d 
the honor be to the Father, and to the Son, and a Holy Ghost, which is 


one God. Amen. 


AvD 
Martin 


Here i is e testimony signed by eight witnesses:-— 


Be it is. known unto all nations, kindreds, tongues, 20 18. 00 


whom this work shall come, that Joseph Smith, junr., the translator of 


this work, has shown unto us the plates of which hath been spoken, which 
have — — of gold; end pe many of the leaves as the said Smith 


hath translated, we di handle with our. hands: and we also saw the 
engraving: ‘thereon, all of which has the appearance of ancient work, anid , 


of curious workmanship. And this we bear record with words of sobe 


* 


thee the said Smith has shown unto us, for we have seen and hefted,* 


know of a surety, that the said Smith has got the plates of which we have 
re wh Aud we 2 our names un to the world to witness unto the world 


which we have seen; and we bearing witness of it. 


_.Jacos Wurrmer, Suirn, Sen. 
Waiter, Jun. _ Hyrum SMITH, 
* The wor snd, hefted were common in England in my carly days, though not in 
lift, lifted, with the impli of mentally weighing. Wy Wend 
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I ask, what would the Jew or the Christian not give to have his Bible 
mist ree in the above manner? Of course, the impartial sceptic attaches 
no importance whatever to religious testimony or to Spi ritistic’ testitaony 
or to Theosophie testimony. We know the value of such evidence too well 
to be imposed upon by it. But what can the Christians say! His Bible 

has no attestation whatsoever, and its parts will not bear honest investi- 
gation, or such investigation. as the Christian brings to bear upon the 
Book of Mormon. ° 

But here we find a number of men as illiterate as Nee 884d His dis 
ciples, who produce and publish s wonderful book; the publication of 
which is followed by cruel: persecution against Smith, and his friends, and 
the most astounding social and commercial: development of our century. 
This is not a tale of past ages the records of which have gone through 
many vicissitudes, and were written we know not when, where or by whom; 
but a contemporary development. Men are yet living who were born 
before Joseph Smith; Scores possibly: still live who: remember: him. His 
work and that of his followers remain in full life and vigor in Utah; “and 
the Mormon missionaries are in inany lands. 

In a lecture by Elder James H. Anderson we are informed ‘that the first 
three witnesses. quoted above afterwards left the Latter-day Saints, “but 
nothing could induce them to change their statement. It was ‘true, and 
knew it.” David Whitmer died at ood Missouri, January, 

“When on his death-bed, he called his family and friends around 
hier, and made to them a ‘golemn. declaration that -he.knew'the Book of 
Mormon, and his testimony ‘thereto, to be true.“ This ‘witness never 
returned to the Latter-day Church, but still persisted to the last, it seems, 
in his testimony. The other eight witnesses remained to the last firm 
unfaltering in their, testimony. (Religious Systems of the World,, ‘2nd. 
Ed. London. Swan and Sonnenschein, 1892.) 

I need not prolong my remarks. I am no friend to „ 
in so far as it is a system of industry and progress. But I submit, the 
Book of Mormon is the best attested Bible in the world, that the Jewish 


Obristion Bible has no evidence a at 111 in ee with it. 
| Josue 


PROPHETIC. 


Tux calamities that are overtaking ‘whieh are 80 
reported in the daily newspapers, bring forcibly to mind the remarks of 
President Wilford Woodruff, made at a meeting in Brigham City, Utah, 
on Sunday the 24th of June, 1894. Among other things be said, “I should 
not try to speak to this congregation to-night, as I have spoken twice be- 
fore to-day; but there are duties resting upon me that I must attend to. 
And I want te ask this congregation a question; When 1 have. the. vision 

of the night opened continually before my eyes, and can. see the mighty 
judgments that are about to be poured out upon this world, when I know 
these things are true, and are at the door of Jew and Gentile; ‘while I 
know they are true and while am holding: this position: before God: and 
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this, world, on I sithhold my. vdice from lifting: up a werning t0 this 
people; and to the nations of the earth? I may!never meet with this 
people again; I cannot tell how that may bei: But while I live and see 
these things oontinually before my eyes I shall raise my warning voice. 
Now, the question I. wanted to ask you is this: We have four teen hundred 
million people on this earth, and over them all there hangs a cloud of dark - 
ness, almost entirely upon their shoulders. Can you tell me where the 
people are who will be.shielded and protected from these great calamities 
and judgments which are even now at our doors Il tell you. The priest- 
hood of God who honor their. priesthood, and who are worthy of their 
blessings are the only ones who shall have this safety and protection. 
They are the only mortal beings. No other people have a right to be 
shielded. from these judgments.. They are 4t our very doors; not even 
this people. will escape them entirely. They will come down like the 
judgments of Sodom and Gomorrah: | And none but the: priesthood will 
be safe from their fury. God has held the angels of destruction for many 
years, lest they should reap down the wheat with the tares. But I want 
to tell you now, that those angels have left the portals of heaven, and they 
stand over this people and this nation now, and are hovering over the 
earth waiting to pour out the judgments. And from this very day they 
shall be poured out. Calamities and troubles. are increasing in the earth, 
and there is a. meaning to these things. Remember this, and reflect upon 
these matters. If you do your duty, and I do my duty, we'll have pro- 
tection, and ishall pass through the afflictions in peace and in safety. 
Read the scriptures and t vela They will tell you about all 
these things. Great cha are ‘The next twenty years 
will see mighty changes among the nations of th the earth. You will live to 
see these things, whether I do or not. ‘T-have felt oppressed’ wich “the 
weight of these matters, and I felt I must speak of them here. 

The many disastrous occurrences of late are in fulfilment of what he 
predicted, on that occasion. Ever since the days of the Prophet Joseph 
Smith inspired men of God have predicted the destruction that should 
befall! the inhabitants of the earth unless they would repent of their sins 
and turn ta the Lord. But since the prophetic utterance of President 
Woodruff above referred to the predicted: judgments have been increasing 
in their frequency. At present there is scarcely a day that passes but 
what some fearful disaster happens. Aside from accidents of usual occur- 
rence there are many happenings of a destruotive character that are 
unusual and never before heard of. It seems the most skeptical cannot 
it’ 10 

of Gad; for He deelared that after the testimony of His servants the 
people of the world should be visited with the testimony of His wrath. 
In a revelation to Joseph Smith, given in December, 1832, the Lord says: 
“For after your testimony cometh the testimonꝝ of earthquakes, that shall 
cause groanings in the midst of her, and men shall fall upon the ground, 
and shall not be able. to stand. e 
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voice of thunderings, and the voice of lightnings,; and the voice of tem- 
penta, and the voice of the waves of the sen, heaving themselves beyond 
their bounds. And all things shall be in commotion: and othe 3 men’s 
hearts shall fail them; for fear shall come upon all people.“ 

When Shin was received such disasters as are 
| daily occurrence were almost unknown. Since that time the authorized 
servants of God have gone into all of the civilized nations and borne their 
testimony, called upon the people to repent, and have drawn attention to 
the predictions concerning those who reject the warnipg that is given. 
The Elders of the Church are still proclaiming the same message in every 
place where they can find people who will listen to them. At the same 
time they are teaching the principles of the Gospel of Christ as revealed 
anew through the Prophet Joseph Smith, and performing the ordinances 
pertaining to the Gospel for those who believe in their words _ mani- 
fest a desire to becon:e members of Christ's Church: 

The Lord has commanded His servants to warn the diane 4 the 
earth of. the.events that await them; and to fulfill this command the 
Latter-day Saints are sending sissivharive ‘abroad by the’ thousands. 
They believe that the second coming of Christ is approaching; as the signs 
of His coming; which He predicted should be given, are being manifested. 
If any one doubts this let him read the words of the Savior recorded in 
the 24th chapter of see if 
are: not 


LIVERPOOL CONFERENCE. 


Tus was held in Manley’s Rooms, Preston, England 
August 16, 1896, beginning at 10:30am. 

There were present of the Presidency of shee Desai mission G 
selors Joseph W. McMurrin, and Edwin F. Parry; John H. Burrows of the 
Liverpool Office; S. O. Crosby, President of the Manchester Conference; 
Charles Peterson, President of the Irish Conference; Elder David Lewis, 
and Sister M. J. Burrows from Zion as visitors; Samuel Gerrard, e 
of, and all the traveling Elders in the Liverpool Conference. 

The speakers in the forenoon were President Samuel Gerrard and Elder 
Joseph R. Meservy. After the morning ‘session mn were een 
by the brethren and sisters of Preston. 

At 2:30 p. m. the meeting was The the 
Chureh ‘were presented: before the meeting and sustained by unanimous 
vote. Elder Rulon S. Wells was also sustained as President of the Euro- 

pean. Mission, with Elders Joseph W. McMurrin as first and Edwin F. 
——— ́ Elder John H. Burrows was sustained as 
Business Manager of the Liverpool Office; Samuel Gerrard was sustained 
as President of the Liverpool Conference, and the following as traveling 
Elders. in the same: Roger Horrocks, Heber T. Parker, Benj. MeCleery, 
Turner and W. S. Lamoreaux. 
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The statistical report of the conference showed a distribution of Gospel 

tracts 25,268 ; house visits 12,871; Gospel conversations 382 ; in-door meet- 

ings 188) out-dcor meetings’ 21; Sabbath (66; books 

loaned 68; books sold 7; books given away 8; administrations to the sick 
34; children blessed 8 ; baptisms 1; confirmations 1 emigrated 14. 

The afternoon speakers were Elders Roger Horrocks, Charles Peterson, 
President of the Irish Mission, and John H. Burrows. After the meeting 
more refreshments were served in an adjoining room. 

At 6:30 the meeting re-oonvened, the speakers in this were, Samuel O. 
Crosby, President of the Manchester Conference, and Counselors Edwin F. 
Parry and Joseph W. McMurrin, with a few closing remarks by the Presi. 
dent of the Conference, muel Gerrard. | 

‘The day was very pleasantly passed, and the occasion was one 10 be 
long remembered. The spirit of the Lord was manifested in each.of the 
c meetings, and the strangers present listened with marked attention. 

Monday morning following at 10 a. m., a council meeting was held at 
which the Elders gave in their-reports and expressed their satisfaction 
with the authorities of the Church and the presidencies under whose 
supervision they are laboring. A general good feeling prevailed, and 
good instructions were given by Counselors MoMurrin and Parry, and by 
Eider Burrows and others. 5 
Clerk of 
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Elders’ arrived in Liverpool per 
American Line steamer Rhynland on August 19, 1896: For the British 
Mission—J. ohn Lloyd, Sandy; George Whetman, Draper; ; Joseph Smith, 
— For the Scandinavian Mission H. C. Hansen, Salt Lake City; 
A. Christenson, J. G. Breinholt, Redmond; Christen Nielsen, Levan. 

— the Swiss and German Mission Peter Lantehboek, Eureka; Carl E. 
Gerstner, Salt Lake City; Francis Salzner, Lehi. With the company are 
also Elders Jens Beck, Peter Sorensen, James Robins and George Green 
who have come on genealogical business and to visit friends. 


LEASES AND R. Meservy hae been 
betta released from laboring as Traveling Elder in the Liverpool 
Conference, to return home August 20, 1896. 

Elder George Whetman has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder 
in the London Conference. 

Elder Jobn Lloyd has been appointed | to labor as Traveling Elder in the 
‘Welsh Conference. 

Elder Joseph Smith has been ‘appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in 
the Birmingham Conference. | | 


Tr is reported from Paris, have {nteodweed 
on some of the cabs, that in consequence of the lessened shock to the 
vehicles the cost of repair has been reduced 50 per cent., to say nothing 


of the saving to the nerves of passengers anc the muscles of horses. 
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NECESSITY or 


Iw a recent issue of an American Magazine called. (the 2 Dr. Goldwin 
Smith presents a paper entitled: “Is there Another Life!“ In it he 
comments upon the scriptural proof that goes to answer the question in 
the affirmative, and states in substance that, although the doctrine, of 
future life with rewards for the good and punishment for the wicked. is a 
teaching of Christ, the New Testament Passages referring to it assume 
rather than state positively that there i is such an existence. The mee 
adds that In all the Churches there i is now a revolt a inst the b 


ever to have „ hold on t 
would almost have dissolved humanity with terror. Nor is 4 in 2 
any such line of demarcation between the good and the wicked as that 
drawn in the homiletic language of the | between the wheat and the 
tares, between the sheep and the goats, between those who enter by the 
wide and by the narrow gate. Between the extreme points of goodness 
and wickedness there are gradations of character in number infinite and 
fluctuating from hour to hour. The Roman Catholic Church tries to meet 
this difficulty by the invention of Purgatory, which, i it is needless. to say, 
is a creation of her own. In this case also the difficulty is enhanced when 
we take in children and those on whom circumstances have borne so hardly 
as almost to preclude volition. Nor are the ps sin the. Gospel ¢on- 
cerning the future state, if pressed literally, altogether consistent with 
each other, at least wich regard to the mode of the transition. The idea 
generally presented is that of a final judgment in which the good are to 
be separated from the wicked, the good entering into eternal joy, the 
wicked into eternal fire, and of a period of sleep or unconsciousness which 
is to last till the Judgment Day. But thisi is. not consistent. wi : 
" parable of Dives and Lazarus, with the prea of Christ to the souls, in 
prison, or with the words of Christ on 1 * cross to the penitent. nef. 
These variations become more important when we consider the unspeak- 
ably vital character of thedoctrine. Resurrection of the body is an article 
of the creed. It present insuperable difficulties: not only are the particles 
of the body dispersed, but they must often be i into other 
bodies. ‘Besides, is is an old man to rise 
with the body of old age? Devices for b such. difficulties ae be 
found, but they are devices and not sclutiona. „„ 5 
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— portant matters that are not ex- 
e are evidences that the sacred book 


plained or even mentioned in the B 
religious doctrine, and that new revelation is 


For the, past sisty six years, the Latter-day Saints, have beam. trying to 
convince the world that continuous revelation is necessary in the Church. 
They have. not done this for the purpose of mocking Christian believers, 
but for their enlightenment. While they have been presenting, proofs to 
show the need of revelation they have at the same time testified to man- 
kind that the Lord has raised up a ‘Prophet in these latter times to prepare 
the way for the second coming of the Savior. They have preached the 
Gospel of Christ as revealed anew throngh the Prophet Joseph Smith. 
They have called attention to the plain predictions of the ancient apostles 
that an apostasy. should take place; that the powers of the Holy Priest- 
hood should be withdrawn, and that in the latter days the Gospel should 
be restorec to the earth by an angel. (For these predictions see II Thes. 
ii: 3, I Tim. iv: 3, Acts xx; 29, Rev, xiv: 60 

The revelations given by the Lord to the Prophet 4 oseph Smith make 
clear, to the understanding the N doctrines that Dr. Smith points out as 
not being o clearly explained in the Bible. „Concerning the doctrine of 
_ eternal punishment, the Lord revealed that it is not necessarily a punish- 

| rn that should be endured forever by those who receive it; but God 

endless, the punishment, which is given from His hand is endless— 
that leternal punisbment is God's | punishment,” and ia meted out accord : 
ne the trs ssion it.is intended to correct... This is 
in harmony with what little can. be gleaned from the Bible on the subject. 
avid dec! in speaking of the mercy of God, For thou wilt not leave | 
my soul. in bell, showing that he bad hope of eee ee hia | 
punishment for sin was not to endure forever. 

On the other hand the Prophet Joseph Smith taught that there were 
many different degrees of glory, and that mankind would be rewarded 
according to their works. ‘The vision he received.on the subject, as recorded 
in the 76th Section of the book of Doctrine and Covenants, is most beauti- 
kul and comprehensive. It makes clear, that there is provision made for 
all gradations of character “between the extreme, points of goodness and 
ia ride The simile of the wheat and the tares, or of the sheep and 

sta, as used by the Savior, was — ty to designate in a general way 
division between the geod, and the bad among mankind.. Jesus told 
les that in 7 ather’s house there were many manions; and 

th — ter fom this statement when considered in conne 
th what was written by Paul, found in the 15th chapter of first Corin- 
ns, that the “many mansions” indicated a variety of places graded to 
1010 the merits « of those who should be saved i in the kingdom of God. The 
Apostle Paul says, “There are also celestial and bodies terrestrial; 
but the a of the celestial is one; and. the. glory of the terrestrial id 
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and another glory of the stars: for one stat differeth from bbs atl in 
glory. So also is the resurrection df the dead.“ The same ‘apostle also 
declares that he was caught up to the third heaven,“ from which di sclara- 
tion it isto be presumed that there are more heavens than one. The 
language of the New Testament should not be understood to teach that 
there are but two conditions of future existence, the one of supreme happi- 
ness and the’ other of endless torment. Yet the fact that learned men 
who have made the Bible a study differ so widely in their opinions con- 
cerning its teachings, and are in doubt upon many important points of 
doctrine referred to therein, is a very strong proof that the sacred volume 
is not a sufficient guide to the Christian worshiper. 

The questions in regard to the transition from mortality to immortality, 
and the nature of the interval between death and the final judgment that 
perplex the learned Dr. Goldwin Smith are explained by modern revelation. 
Joseph Smith says, “The righteous and the wicked all go to the same 
world of spirits until the resurrection.” But the stations they ooctpy there 
are vastly different. Those who receive the Gospel of Christ in mortality 
will, while in the spirit world, preach it to those-who have not, thus g 7 
the latter an opportunity to hear and accept it there. For “all who die 
without a knowledge of the Gospel who would have received it if they had 
been permitted to tarry, shall be heirs of the celestial kingdoin df God; 
also all that shall die henceforth without a knowledge of it, who ‘would 
have received it with all their hearts, shall be heirs of that Kingdom.“ 80 
wrote the Prophet Joseph Smith; and he added, “all children who die 
before they arrive at years of accountability, ‘are ‘saved in the celestial 
kingdom of heaven.” This is all in conformity with what the Bible states, 
The Apostle Peter says that the Savior went and ‘preached ‘unto the 
spirits in prison; which sometime were disobedient’ when once ‘the long- 
suffering of God waited in the days of Noah; and the Apostie Paul 
_ inferred that baptism for the dead was practiced in his yo when he wrote, 
“Else what shall they do which are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise 
not at all? why are they then baptized for the dead! ? 

In reply to the observation made by Dr. Smith that the resurrection 

“presents insuperable difficulties: not only hre the particles of the body 
dispersed, but they must often be incorporated into other bodies,“ the 
following statement made by the Prophet J joseph Smith is sufficient to 
those who believe in his words: 

There is no fundamental principle belonging to a human system that 
ever goes into another in this world or in the world to come: I care not 
what the theories of men are. We have the testimony that God will 
raise us up, and He has the power to do it. If any suppose that any 
part of our bodies, that is the fundamental parts thereof, ever goes into 
another body, he i is mistaken.” | 

There may be no direct evidence at hand to confirm this statement : 
by the Prophet. But there are abundant: ‘proofs that he was an inspired 
man; and if his teachings that can be proven are found to be the truth, it 
stands to reason that this assertion is évidently correct. — 

Referring to the condition in which mankind the 
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Prophet deni see plain. He says: A concernin 
resurreotin, I will merely say that all men will oume forth from the grave 
ad they lie down, whether old or young; there will not be added unto 
their staturs one cubit? neither taken from it; all will be raised by the 
power of God, having spirit in their bodies; and not blood.” Regarding 
the resurrection of babes he remarks Mothers, vou shall have your 
children, for they shall have eternal life: for their debt ĩs paid, there is no 
damnation awaits them, for they are in the spirit. As the child dies, 30 
shall it rise from the dead and be forever living in the learning of God; it 
shall be the child, the same as it was before it died out of your arms. Chil- 
dren dwell and exercise power in the same form as they laid them down.” 
These are but a few of the many Gospel traths made clear by the light 
of modern ‘revelation: The teachings of Joseph Smith sst the minds of 
the Latter-day Saints at rest upon many points of doctrine that are not 
understood in the world, and that are matters of speculation and conten- 
tion among those who are not willing to accept his revelations. „ 
The conelasions of Dr. Smith respecting the question, Is there Abcher 
life?” are very logical and philosophical. They are as follows: Is there 
any voice in our nature which distinctly tells us that death is not the end? 
If there is, there seems to be no reason why we should ‘not listen to it, even 
though its message may be incapable of verification, such as in regard to 
a material hypothesis is required ‘by physical science. That the intelli- 
genee of our five senses, of which science is the systematized record, is 
exhaustive, we have, it must once more be said, no apparent ground for 
assuming ; the probability seems to be the other way ; it seems likely that 
our senses, mere ner ves even if ‘completely ev olved, are imperfect monitors, 
and that we may be living in a universe of ‘which we really know as little 
as the mole—which no doubt seems to itself to perceive everything that is 
poresptible knows of the world of sicht. No ow, there does seem to be a 
voice in every man which, if he will listen, to it, tells bim that his account 
is not closed at death. The good man, ‘however: unfortunate he may have 
been, and even though he may not have found integrity profitable, feels at 
the end of life a satisfaction in his past and an assurance that in the sum 
of things he will find that he has chosen aright. The most obdurately 
wicked man, however his wickednesg may have prospered, will probably 
wish when he comes to die that he had lived the life of the righteous. It 
may be Possible to explain the sanctions or warnings of conscience 
eg as the influence of human opinion reflected, in ‘the. individual 
‘transmitted perhaps by inheritance and accumulated in transmis- 
Gos But such an explanation will hardly « cuver the case of death-bed 
self-approbation or remorse. There seems to be no reason why we should 
not trust the normal indications of our moral nature as well as the normal 
indications of our bodily sense; and against the belief that the greatest 
benefactors and the greatest enemies of mankind rot at last in the same 
grave: our moral natare vehemently rebels“ 
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auch cases. the Book of. Mormon or the Voice at, Warning is losned 80 the 
inquirer for his perusal. These books are the very. bes that can be, sug; 
geated, as one Who, will read them with an earnest desire to know the 
truth cannot fail to, he impressed by their contents. . It, may, not always 
be the best plan to insist upon the investigavor of the Gospel; to read all 
the. tracts that are used for distribution, as by 80 doing he finde the 
same arguments repeated. For instance, the tracts entitled Glad Tidings 

of WE tog Joy,” “The Only True Gospel, “The Only Way to be Saved,” 
and The Doctrines of the Gospel,” all treat upon the first principles of 
the Gospel, only they are presented in different ways. These tracts are 
all clear and easy to understand, and it is not necessary for one to read 
all of them to comprehend the subject of their contents. We would eng- 
gest that the Star be used as a tract, and where a person is interested in 
our literature he might be induced to purchase a copy, as the. price is so 
— The sermons published will give an idea of, the nature of the 
publio teachings of the Church.. authorities; the minutes of conferences 
and the correspondence relating to missionary experiences. may interest 
him; then the articles on doctrinal, points will serve to enlichten him on 
the Gospel. In the future we propose to make the Sranx inore especially 
adapted for use as a tract, by publishing such matter pertaining to the 
history and teachings of the Latter-day, Saints as will be of interest to 
those unacquainted with them, It would be well for the missionaries; to 
keep the Stak in to learn 


TRUE story fading to a case bear rep. 
deserves preservation | in 2 ‘better form than that. which, it receives hy. 
mere notice in a daily r newspaper. A remarkable exhibition of honesty i 
rélated by the newspapers as, follows: An extraordinary scene 5 10 
in Northumberland Avenue, London, last week. A large de bo 
from a dray belonging to the Lark ‘Hall Brewery, © spham.. The 
the box was smashed, and in a moment £10 worth of copper coins it 
contained were rolling about. the roadway. ‘Trafic, was suspended, an 
bus conductors and ‘cabmen, ‘costermongers * 3, and. the 
general public e many females) made a fran tic rush fo r the roll- 
ing coins. For hf time teat, excitement prevailed. Then eee 
Dempster arrived on tk 1% ra and called upon the crowd. to senor. 
the money they-had found i This order was Promptly complied it and 
the constable and rayman took the broken box 
Street Police Station. The most astonishing part of yr 
be told. When ‘the coppers were counted at Bow Stree 
to amount to — A i not a single coin being missin 
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FoLLowine is an extract from a letter r trom Apostle Anthon HH. 
Lund, written while he was crossing the on. Our readers will — 
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We are bow within 300 miled of New York, and ai té-mortow is Sinday 
rt ght T ‘would Jot'down’ a ‘few lines to-day and tell you that so far we 
ave Bad a prosperous journey. After ve left Ireland the wind rose, but 
stood it pretty well. I had, as you know, a nice State-rooin, where I could 
lie as and read’ when 1 did hot like to battle against nausea, | 
2 we had quite à storm and I could not see the necessi sity of lunch 
but that was the only day that I did not get my money 8 
worth The 22 to" his table and we had 


it. "On the Were side of it was a masa 64 ice 10 covered with water, but 
the icé ‘was sd near the surface that the waves kept breaking over it as if 
there had been a rocky shore. It was a magnificent sig bt. : 

pabsed the iceberg we had the view df ‘a school of whiiles, They 
and sported in the water and seemeck to have a jolly time. Exery- 
deck arid enjoyed Icking at the grund spectacle. 
remember having before enjoyed an afternoon at sea 50 much as this. 

‘Towards evening the foggy curtains dropped down around us and we 
were again regaled with the dismal bellowings of the fog horn. 

We had’ a lot of reverend ministers on board. “One of them was very 
much interested in hearing me explain our belief to him, and I promised 
to send him a work on the Gospel. I am sitting at the table with’ an * 
doctor from very intellig | and well read. 
have Very intimate. I was amused st Him last Sunday, as we bine 
: er and heard the sermon of a Presbyterian minister. When he was 

done the: doctor whispered to me: There wis a good deal of noise but 
little wool, as the devil said when he ‘was sharing the sow.” Te was a 
severs domment on an empty sermon which was all pound! 
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“INFLUENCE OF LOCALITIES ON "DEVELOPMENT 


Tar of has been Ebübited in the 
settlemetit of the different colonies of Europeans in the country now 
known as the United States. The colonists ‘who’ settled in New England 
sse med te be a peculiar selection of men and’ women, well suited to lay the 
foundation of ‘religious liberty and to amps grand results in found- 
ing kres institutions It often occurred to iné While laboring in the minis- 
— on the ‘Pacific — fats of 
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this nation have been if the men who settled * e sort New 
England had obtained their first foothold on the Pacific, in t 
known as the States of California, Oregon, and Washin te 
history would have been written, because the development. 9 is 
would have been of another character. The qualities, which, tnd 2 
guished New England parsioularly would, to some extent at, least, me 
There was great philosophy i in the remark 80 uently 1 nad 

dent Young concerning the Latter-day hm places of set ement. He 
was led to look upon the rugged and inhospitable valleys of ‘tah as the 
most suitable for our — could be — — 


way ot Providence i in regatd. tous, A of in ‘1851, 
attempted | to settle in San Bernardino, Cal ifornia, one. of the choicest spots 
on the continent, but they were not permitted to remain there. Circum- 
stances were thrown around the people which seemed to compel them to 
abandon that fertile and delightful region and to retreat again to the rude 
valleys of the mountains. If that settlement had continued, it appeared 
plain that a difference would soon be perceptible in the characters of the 
generation born and bred there. and that born and bred, in, the mountains. 
It would not require the energy in that region that i is essential to POMPE: 
ity in these mountain valleys. _ 

Our settlements i in Mexico are not 757 a character to eneryate the people. 
So far in the history of those settlements, continuous toil has been, 
necessary, and the energy of the people has been called out to the fullest 
extent to enable N to contend with and conquer the, obstacles they 


have had to meet. 

Returning again to New ngli nd, it fact that the Lord 
chose most of the leaders of His people from New England families, For 
a number of years after the Church was organized almost every prominent, 
man in the Church was either of New England birth or of New England 
parentage. This is a very st iking ct, and it would seem to be indicative 
of the purpose of the Almighty to make ‘that element dominant in the 
Church. There is no doubt but that New England thoughts, N ew Eng- 
land training, New England methods have had more weight : and greater 
influence with the Latter'day Saints than those of any other portion of 
the United States or the world, New England has set examples to the 
people of this Territory which, if remembered and e upon, would be 
of great benefit to our society, “4 

New England is a bard country for the 1 “It hes e 3 
incessant toil to subdue the soil i in the first place, and after its subjuga- 
tion to make it capable of Sustaining men; in fact, agriculture has never 
flourished to any extent in that region. We never, hear of breadstuffs 
being exported from New England. Therefore New Englanders have had 


to turn their attention. to other pursuits, and they. have sucoreded im them, 
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to a very. Today th the New ict all the world, 
ecent writer says, the aptest man to discover in any situation some 
ure of | advantage which might be turned to profitable account. He 
arned, the precious lesson that in every place there is something 
which if well done will pay for the doing. Probably i in no part of the 
world are industries ‘subdivided as they are in that part of the Union. 
They are ‘an active-minded people; and being compelled to look beyond 
oil, they have ee, to turn their asyention, to other. means of making 
a live ihood. 

The writer gives an illustration of the benden of the Shiver England 
people in making use of every advantage possible to promote, industries 
that will sustain them. Speaking of the culture of cranberries, he says: 

“For a long time this fruit was gathered in its wild state, both in the old 
world and in the new, but it remained for the folk of Cape Cod to invent 
the complicated method of nurture of the vines which has made this form 
of tillage one of the important innovations. of the century: one which 
has changed a very poor district into one of the most prosperous seats of 
crop production, ae of worthless land a value which is exceeded only 
by some of the famous vineyards of Europe, and perhaps certain of the 
best orange groves ol Florida. No other tillage devices of modern days 
mi nt inal or 80 important as these, which have oonverted the peat 

of the coast into hydraulically engineered fields that give an annual 
gross two hundred to a thousand dollars per 
rored a few years ago with the opportunity of visiting Connecti- 
cut, by the pressing invitation of a friend with whom I had served some 
years in Congress, Thad every facility extended to me for visiting all the 
manufacturin establishments of that region, and 17 was wonderfully 
impressed 25 the inventive genius of the people and with the perfection 
to which they had brought machinery of all kinds. It seemed almost as 
though they had imparted the faculty of thinking to some of their 
machines, 80 thoroughly did they do their work. It is not too much to 
say that no people in the world have carried inyentiveness to such an 
extent as have the New. Englanders, and New. England mechanics have. 
spread their knowledge and their skill allover the land. In many respects 
our situation in this state and in the adjacent states is very similar to that: 
of the people of 27 England. While we have been very successful, con- 
sidering the condition of the country when we came here, in our agricul- 
tural pursuits, still we have many difficulties to contend with. We have 
to literally conquer our soil and redeem it. The presence of mineral.is a 
great drawback i in the most of the valleys. Early and late.frosts also have 
a serious effect on all crops. In many of our valleys settlers can look to 
the earth for no more than a bare and hard-earned subsistence. This was 
also characteristic of New England. It will be necessary, therefore, in 
many places at least, if our people prosper, for them to turn their atten- 
tion to other pursuits as well as agriculture.’ The necéssities of the situa- 
tion ought to bring out the inventive genius of the people—the inventive- 
ness to devise new pursuits in life that will bring returns of a more profit- 
able character than by an obser vant 
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